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Bassmaster Elite Series goes to next level with Fantasy games, 
featuring $100,000-plus in prizes and dream fishing trips 

 BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Sports 
fans who enjoy watching the top 
bass pros in the world compete 
head-to-head on the Bassmaster 
Elite Series can take their passion 
to the next level and compete for 
more than $100,000 in prizes — 
including dream fishing trips — 
with Rapala Bassmaster Fantasy 
Fishing and the Mercury Drain 
the Lake Challenge. 
 “We're launching early this year 
because there is so much fan in-
terest,” said B.A.S.S. vice pres-
ident of digital Jim Sexton. 
“Over the past two years with 

Rapala entitling Bassmaster Fan-
tasy Fishing, the game has grown 
by 45%, and even though Drain 
the Lake launched midway 
through last season, it still had 

more than 14,500 players.  
“We wanted to give players more 
time to set their teams. The 2022 
games have more prizes and 
there will be enhancements to the 
game coming next year.”  
 In 2021, Fantasy Fishing pro-
vided nearly 40,000 engaged fans 
with a competitive platform to 
test their knowledge of profes-
sional fishing and prognostica-
tion skills to win more than 
$90,000 in prizes, including Ra-

pala gear packages, gift cards 
and more. 
 New for 2022, the Bassmaster 
Fantasy Fishing champion will 
win a trip to South Carolina to 
fish with former Bassmaster 
Classic champion and current 
Bassmaster LIVE host Davy 
Hite. The grand prize winner will 
also receive a $15,000 Bass Pro 
Shops gift card, $5,000 cash and 
a Rapala package — a total prize 
valued at more than $21,000. 

“Fantasy Fishing has really been 
great for our sport,” said Hite. “It 
gives the fans an opportunity to 
engage and be a part of every 
single event. 
“As much fun as Fantasy Fishing 
is, it is also very difficult, which 
is why the winner deserves a 
good prize. I’m really glad that I 
get to be a part of the prize 
pack.” 
 Participants select their best 
five-angler team for each of the 

nine Bassmaster Elite Series 
events and the 2022 Academy 
Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster 
Classic presented by Huk, then 
compete against other players to 
score the highest number of 
points. Points are awarded based 
on each angler’s final standings 
at the end of an Elite Series event, 
and every event will feature 
$6,500 in prizes, including an ad-
ditional $500 Bass Pro Shops gift 
card if the winner is a B.A.S.S. 
member.  
 The Mercury Drain the Lake 
Challenge, using elimination 
pool rules, requires players to use 
an entirely different strategy than 
standard Fantasy Fishing. When 
building their team, players can 
only use an Elite Series angler 
once over the course of the sea-
son. Unlike traditional Fantasy 
Fishing, there are no buckets. 
Tournament players select any 
eight Elite Series anglers. After 
choosing an angler for a specific 
event, players can no longer se-
lect that angler for the remainder 
of the season. 
Casey Kmiecik of Wisconsin 
won the inaugural season of the 
Mercury Drain the Lake Chal-
lenge, and while he has played 
Fantasy Fishing for a decade, he 
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Rapala Bassmaster Fantasy Fishing promises more games and prizes. (Photo/Courtesy: 
B.A.S.S.) 

 “We're launching early this 
year because there is so much 
fan interest,” said B.A.S.S. 
vice president of digital Jim 
Sexton. “Over the past two 
years with Rapala entitling 
Bassmaster Fantasy Fishing, 
the game has grown by 45%, 
and even though Drain the 
Lake launched midway 
through last season, it still 
had more than 14,500 
players. 

enjoyed the strategy behind se-
lecting anglers for Drain the 
Lake: “I think they’re both a lot 
of fun. I’ll always play both of 
them, but I like Drain the Lake 
better because I feel like there is 
way more strategy involved.” 
 Kmiecik went on to remind 
other players, “If there is a small-
mouth swing at the end, make 
sure to save your smallmouth an-
glers for those tournaments be-
cause they’re almost a lock on 
those Northern smallmouth fish-
eries.”   
 The Drain the Lake Challenge 
winning player, along with the 
rest of the Top 5 points leaders 
for each event, will receive a 
$200 Mercury gift card plus an 
additional $500 Bass Pro Shops 
gift card if they are a B.A.S.S. 
member. The 2022 Mercury 
Drain the Lake Challenge overall 
winner will enjoy a fishing trip 
with Bassmaster LIVE host 
Mark Zona in Michigan, with 
airfare, hotel and $150 in spend-
ing money included. 
 
 Registration for both games, 
along with full rules and a de-
scription of each prize package, 
can be found at 
Bassmaster.com/fantasy.

ditionally, you’ll benefit from the 
company of other people around 
you rather than being alone. And, 
help others help you! Tell those 
who care about you what you do 
or don’t need from them. They 
often don’t know how to help, or 
what to say, but want to. 
6. Bury the hatchet – Perfect 
families don’t magically appear 
during the holidays, but family 
conflicts can. “Letting go” and 
forgiving can help heal past 
wounds. Additionally, family 
feuds can even be deliberately set 
aside until after the high-tension 
holidays in order to facilitate the 
peace and enjoyment of everyone 

at this special time. 
7. Start your own traditions – 
Both families and traditions 
change with time. (Every tradi-
tion had to start somewhere!) 
Rather than reminiscing over the 
“good old days,” accept the fact 
that change may be necessary, 
grasp the season as it is now, look 
forward to the future, and create 
your own family traditions that 
can be enjoyed and even pre-
served for future generations. 
This is the year of “Zoom” meet-
ings, parties, and other gath-
erings. They are much cheaper, 
safer, and easier to organize than 
traveling. All you need is a web-

cam and internet access. 
8. Keep your alcohol intake low 
– Don’t pour gasoline on a fire. 
Remember, alcohol has a depres-
sive effect on your nervous sys-
tem, so if you’re experiencing 
the holiday blues, drinking too 
much alcohol will only worsen 
your depression. 
9. Rededicate yourself to your 
spirituality – The “reason for the 
season” is often swallowed up by 
maddening materialism that can 
distract from the history, mean-
ing, and significance of holiday 
celebrations. Step back, slow 
down, and refocus on transcen-

dent, eternal matters.  Rededicate 
yourself to spiritual pursuits, 
such as church attendance, 
church work, prayer life, and 
other disciplines. Regain the 
focus originally intended by this 
time of year. 
10. Every day, Veterans who 
served in the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard connect with 
proven resources and effective 
treatments for depression and 
find solutions that improve their 
lives. It can be difficult to handle 
depression on your own, so talk-
ing to your family and friends 

can be a first step. You can also 
consider connecting with: 
● Your doctor. Ask if your doctor 
has experience treating Veterans 
or can refer you to someone who 
does. If you feel comfortable 
enough with your physician, he 
or she may be able to help you 
find tools to manage loss of in-
terest or pleasure even without 
direct experience with Veterans. 
● A mental health professional, 
such as a therapist 
● Your local VA Medical Center 
or Vet Center. VA specializes in 
the care and treatment of Vet-
erans. 

● A spiritual or religious adviser 
Helplines – 
 SAMHSA - Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration 
800-662-HELP (4357) 
www.samhsa.gov 
Veterans Crisis Line 1-800-273-
8255 then press 1 
www.VeteransCrisisLine.net 
 National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline 800-273-TALK (8255) 
www.SuicidePreventionLife-
line.org 
  
 For more information , visit 
www.menshealthnetwork.org. 


